
 

A few weeks ago I’m driving down a lonely stretch of road 
here in Shrewsbury. I spot four strangers with binoculars. 
Searching. Are they lost? What are they looking for? I ask 
myself if I should stop, then quickly decide it’s OK to do so 
because I recognize members of my tribe….the Bird 
Nerds! 
 

“Are you birders?”, I ask.  
“Yes”, they reply. “Do you know where Vicky lives?” (Now 
they’re on to me). 
“Who wants to know?” 
“We are looking for the large flock of Evening Grosbeaks 
that she has posted about on eBird. But we don’t see any-
thing here.” 
 

Whew! These guys are going to be OK, I think to myself. 
 

I was relieved since I had purposely not posted my address 
publicly on eBird (an online database, managed by Cornell 
University’s Lab of Ornithology, that is among the world’s 
largest biodiversity-related science projects, with more than 
100 million bird sightings contributed annually by people like 
me around 
the world).  
 
 During the 
pandemic, 
I’ve been 
home a lot, 
like others, 
with an in-
creased 
awareness of 
what’s going 
on outside my 
windows, and submitting my report to eBird almost daily 
about all the species that visit my feeders. My new acquaint-
ance, George, has been spending lots of time at his home in 
Mt Holly as well and watching the reports for nearby bird 
sightings on eBird. I’d given my location as the nearest inter-
section of Lincoln Hill and Town Hill roads and so he and his 
merry band of birders had struck out to find the spot. I ex-
plain to them that they are very nearby and invite them to my 
backyard so they can view the birds.  
 
George and Joe are here with their 20 something sons 
Hunter and Carson, who are excitedly getting into birding, 
having caught the bug from their dads, or, as George calls it, 
the “affliction”. The younger guys have not seen Evening 
Grosbeaks before in their lives, and that’s the history for a lot 
of us. The Grosbeaks did not disappoint. The sun peeked 
out from behind the clouds, making the brilliant yellow feath-

ers light up on these stunning birds. Carson, one of the bud-
ding birders ran around my yard snapping photos while I 
called out, “Watch out for the dog poop!” It gave me great 
happiness to see these younger guys so excited about 
something I’ve been passionate about for decades. 
 
 It has been reported that birding is the fastest growing rec-
reational pastime in the U.S., and we may be able to credit 
the pandemic, in part, for its popularity, as people are home 
more, and perhaps more observant and aware of what’s go-
ing on in their backyard. So why the sudden influx of a bird 
species that hasn’t been seen here in decades? Here’s what 
happening…. it’s an “Irruption.” (Yes, that was a recent new 
word for me too.) 
 
Irruptions are irregular large-scale migrations of birds to are-
as south of their normal wintering habitat. These migrations 
are most often prompted by food shortages. For boreal 
(northern) bird species, particularly the Finch family, as well 
as some others like Red Breasted Nuthatches, these food 
crops include spruce cones, birch seeds, mountain ash ber-

ries and oth-
ers. What 
Vermont bird-
ers are expe-
riencing are 
lots of sight-
ings this win-
ter of these 
hungry boreal 
birds, includ-
ing Evening 
or Pine Gros-
beaks, Purple 

or House Finches, Common or Hoary Redpolls, Goldfinches, 
Pine Siskins, and Red or White Winged Crossbills.  
 
At our outdoor “kitchen”, aka bird feeders, we’ve got a  flock 
of 20-30 Evening Grosbeaks, and a few Common Redpolls 
among the 14-18 species we have daily coming for black oil 
sunflower seeds and suet. We haven’t seen some of these 
birds in winter here since the early 90’s. Some of my neigh-
bors report that they’ve also had Goldfinches around earlier 
in the winter, and a few have some Purple Finches and Pine 
Siskins. The Irruption is Here! 
 
What bird activity do you see in your part of Shrewsbury?  If 
you have some bird info to add to Shrewsbury sightings, 
please email Vicky at singtolive57@gmail.com) 

Article and Photo  by Vicky Arthur 
(currently an armchair traveler and bird nerd 
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The Times of Shrewsbury 
The Times of Shrewsbury is published monthly from 
February through December, and compiled by volun-
teers from material submitted by residents with the goal 
of informing townspeople of what is happening in 
Shrewsbury. The views and opinions expressed in arti-
cles are solely those of the author and not necessarily 
those of the editors. 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by the name of 
the submitting person and are printed at the editors’ dis-
cretion subject to editing for length and clarity. Letters to 
the Editor exceeding 350 words will be subject to editing 
for length. Any information piece or informational political 
letters (without specific party or vote appeal) will be sub-
ject to the guidelines previously described. A writer of a 
letter that names a Shrewsbury resident or organization 
in a critical manner must get copies to the resident or 
organization, and to the Times by the 10th of the month 
prior to publication or it will not run. If the named person 
or organization indicates in writing to the writer and to 
the Times that they choose not to respond, the letter will 
run. If the named entity responds, the response and ini-
tial letter will run in the same issue. 

There is no charge for: jokes, poems, nature reports, 
family event announcements, or feature articles or letters 
that are not commercial. 
 
Articles and Advertisements: Deadline for submission is 
5pm on the 20th of the month prior to publication; excep-
tions will be announced in the prior month’s Times. 
 
Best Formats: Articles: Word or as an email message 
with no formatting. Photos: jpeg. Ads: jpeg (preferred) or 
Word document. 
 
Monthly Advertising Fees:  
 Full Page          $80    
 1/2 Page            $45 
 1/4 page            $10   
  Business Card  $5      
                Classified ad (15 words) $2.50 
 Additional Fee to create an ad $5 
Payment due by the 20th of the month prior to publica-
tion. 

Chryl Martin  ∼ Rich Biziak 
Times of Shrewsbury, P.O. Box 373, Cuttingsville, VT 05738 

Email: shrewsburytimes@gmail.com     Online: www.shrewsburyvt.org 

Vermont State Senators: 
Brian Collamore:  bcollamore@leg.state.vt.us 

Cheryl Hooker”:  chooker@leg.state.vt.us 
James McNeil:  jmcneil@leg.state.vt.us 

 

Vermont State House of Representative: 
Logan Nicoll:  lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us 

 

The Vermont General Assembly is in session Janu-
ary thru June. To view committee member-ships, 
bills that have been introduced, track each bill’s 
progress, and review committee agendas go to 
www.leg.state.vt.us. During the week you 
can contact your legislator by leaving a message at 
the State House by calling 1-800-322-5616 or 828-
2228 (the Sergeant-At-Arms' Office). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
United States Senators: 
Senator Patrick Leahy 

www.leahy.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office: (802) 229-0569 

Washington office: (202) 224-4242 
 

Senator Bernie Sanders 
www.sanders.senate.gov/contact 
Vermont Office:  (800) 339-9834 

Washington D. C. Office:  
(202) 224-5141;  Fax (202) 228-0776 

 
United States House of Representative: 

Representative Peter Welch 
https://welch.house.gov/contact 

Vermont Office:  (802) 652-2450  or (888) 605-7270 
Washington, D.C. Office:  (202) 225-4115 

JOHN C. STEWART & SON, INC. 
1915 ~ 2020 

 
End of an Era 
John C. Stewart & Son Inc. Ford dealership in 
ville  closed it’s doors at the end of 2020. Mike Stewart says he 
was “bought by Ford of Claremont” in Claremont, NH, and he will 
be working for them for the next five years. He says he will be in 
Claremont a couple of days a week, but will be working remotely 
as well so he will be close by to help his customers with their 
needs. The employees have all been hired by other area busi-
nesses.  
 

The property across the street from the office is being sold to 
Stewart Maple. He thinks this will “compliment their sugaring 
business nicely with the same Stewart name on the property--just 
young blood and a new business!” The office/sales building he 
plans to rent to another business.  
 

Mike says he will miss his fellow employees as well as his cus-
tomers, and Shrewsbury will miss the services provided by John 
C. Stewart & sons over the past 105 years.  ~Chryl Martin 
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Feb 21 4pm *Famous Book Club meets via Zoom. Call Joan Aleshire 492-3410 for details 
Feb 27 10:30am *Log in as early as 10:30am to test the virtual meeting link for the Informational Meeting 
Feb 27 11am *Informational Meeting via Virtual Meeting (Note this is on Saturday) 
Feb 28 4pm *Science Book Club meets via Zoom 
   
   
Mar 2 10am-7pm *Annual Town Meeting Election at the Shrewsbury Community Meeting House 88 Lottery Road 
   
*see elsewhere in newsletter for detail 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETINGS and EVENTS 
Board of Selectman Meeting 1st & 3rd Wednesdays – 7pm at Town Office 
Bone Builders Tuesdays & Thursdays – 9am at Meeting House 
Development Review Board 4th Wed -7pm at Town Office; check town website for agenda 
Library Trustees Meeting 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Shrewsbury Library 
Mill River Unified Union School Board Meeting 1st Wed 7pm @ MRHS & 3rd Wed. 7pm location TBA 
Planning Commission 1st & 3rd Mondays – 7:30pm at Town Office 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) Sundays – 10:00am at the Shrewsbury Library, Upstairs 
Shrewsbury Community Church Worship Virtual worship only for now; for info roxramah@gmail.com  
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission Second Tuesday at 5:15pm via Google Meets (see Town website) 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Postponed until further notice 
Shrewsbury Historical Society Museum Closed until further notice 
Shrewsbury Singers Currently taking a break  
Shrewsbury Sno-Birds 2nd Tuesday – 7pm at Southside Restaurant, Rutland 
Shrewsbury Volunteer Fire Department Thursdays – 7pm at the Cuttingsville Station 
  

 

Shrewsbury Town Website: www.shrewsburyvt.org 
Clerk’s Office         492-3511 Mon – Thurs 9am – 3pm; Closed Friday 
Town Garage         492-3656 (Follow prompts to report roadway blockage on non-work days) 
Listers                    492-2009 
Treasurer’s Office 492-3558 or 492-3487  Monday  9am-11am 
Transfer Station    (Until further notice) Sunday: 8am-4pm / Wed: 1pm–6pm 
Library                    492-3410  COVID-19 Hours:  Monday 10am-12noon; Wednesday 7-9pm; Saturday 10-am12noon 
Meeting House      492-6050  Reservations: 492-3361  or julanne@vermontel.net 
News Flash Email List     vtbenbeano@gmail.com  or  benbeano@vermontel.ne  [Urgent and reminder news information] 
 

Cuttingsville Post Office 492-3585  Window Hours  Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm;  Sat 8am–11am.  
                                                            Lobby Hours Mon– Fri 7:00am–7:00pm and Sat 7:00am–4pm 
 

Animal Control Officer: Aaron Korzun 492-3362    1st Constable: TBA         Game Warden: Tim Carey 793-2776 
Emergency Management Aaron Korzun 492-3362 Green Mountain Power outage 1-800-451-2877 
Medical-Police-Fire Emergency Dial 911 Ambulance 773-1700                Rutland Hospital   775-7111 

SHREWSBURY COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

 
Deadline for submission to Times 

of Shrewsbury is by 5:00pm  
on the 20th of each month. 

TIMES OF SHREWSBURY  
Is online at the town website at 
www.shrewsburyvt.org 
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December 2, 2020: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 

Present at meeting:  Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt, 
Aaron Korzun, Steven Nicholson.  
Members of the Public:  None 
 

The meeting was convened at 7:10pm. 
Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the agenda, 
with the following modification: to go into executive session 
for a town legal matter. Seconded by S. Nicholson. Ap-
proved. 
 

Town Informational Meeting/Town Meeting 2021:  Discussed 
logistics of Town Informational Meeting. F. Wyatt has begun 
discussions with the Town Clerk to figure out the capabilities 
of the GoToMeeting software that the town has already pur-
chased. 
 

Town Buildings’ Maintenance: Discussed town garage heat-
ing system needing to be fixed and that Bill Lohsen Plumb-
ing and Heating that was awarded the bid in August has not 
gotten to it yet.  
S. Nicholson reported that the Town Office basement has 
been cleared out and he will look into replacing the vault 
heating system. 
 

Town Administrator Position:   Continued discussion re-
garding the creation of a Town Administrator or Administra-
tive Assistant position.  
 

New Business: The Selectboard has decided to table ac-
tion on reclassification of Gaynor road until the Spring. 
 

Review Minutes: S. Nicholson made a motion to accept the 
11/18/2020 Selectboard meeting minutes. Seconded by A. 
Korzun. Approved. 
 

Review Orders: S. Nicholson made a motion to approve 
Selectboard Orders #12 for $4,500.64 and Road Orders #12 
for $8,197.01 and the corrected amount for Order 9 of 
$4653.31. Seconded by F. Wyatt. Approved. 
 

Went into executive session at 9:15 PM for a legal matter. 
Ended executive session at 9:32 PM. No action taken. Wait-
ing to hear from our Town Agent. 
 

Adjourned at 9:35pm 
Respectfully submitted, Francis Wyatt 

These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
December 16, 2020: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 

Present at meeting:  Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt, 
Aaron Korzun, Steven Nicholson. Lister: Sharon Winnicki-
Members of the Public:  None 
 

The meeting was convened at 7:03pm. 
Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the agenda, 
Seconded by S. Nicholson. Approved. 
 

LHMP Service Agreement Amendment:  Steffanie Bour-
que from the RRPC notified us that the State is taking longer 

than expected to review and approve the new LHMP and 
that the service agreement between the RRPC and the 
Town should be extended. A. Korzun made a motion to ac-
cept Amendment 1 to the LHMP service agreement. Se-
conded by S. Nicholson. Approved. 
 

Lister’s Report: Sharon Winnicki reported on the current 
use errors and omissions. A. Korzun made a motion to ac-
cept. S. Nicholson seconded. Approved. 
Sharon reported that the Listers need a new computer. 
Sharon asked if she could have Adrienne Raymond help 
her, since she is short-handed. The Selectboard gave the 
OK. 
 

Budget 2021:  Discussed the separate budget items. A. 
Korzun will discuss with the Treasurer the shortened time-
line the Selectboard is under for finalizing the 2021 budget 
and approving the Warning as this needs to be accom-
plished before January 12th. 
 

Town Meeting 2021:  Francis reported that the Town ver-
sion of GoToMeeting (GTM) software can accommodate up 
to 250 people. Still working on getting GTM administrative 
abilities for more than just Mark Goodwin. 
 

Town Buildings’ Maintenance: Steven looked into using a 
heat pump water heater for the vault. Plumber said that it 
won’t work for that application. He has talked with two 
plumbers to get estimates for replacing the vault water heat-
er. 
Underground electric line to the old town garage failed. 
Discussed heating system options for the town office. 
 

Town Administrative Assistant position:   Continued discus-
sion regarding the creation of a Town Administrative Assis-
tant position.  
 

New Business: Need to put speed limit on Rte 103 in town 
ordinance for enforcement purposes. 
 

Review Minutes: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the 
12/2/2020 Selectboard meeting minutes and 12/10/20 Spe-
cial Selectboard meeting minutes. Seconded by S. Nichol-
son. Approved. 
 

Review Orders:  
S. Nicholson made a motion to approve Selectboard Orders 
#12a for $7,439.57 and Road Orders #12a for $12,054.61. 
Seconded by A. Korzun. Approved. 
 

Adjourned at 10:13pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Francis Wyatt 

These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Select-
board at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
January 6, 2021: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 
Present at meeting:  Selectboard members: Francis Wyatt, 
Aaron Korzun, Steven Nicholson. Listers: Sharon Winnicki. 
Delinquent Tax Collector: Ed Hemmer. Road Commissioner: 
Jamie Carrara. 
Members of the Public:  None 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
The Selectboard meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday at 7pm at the Town Office. 
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The meeting was convened at 7:00 PM 
Agenda: A. Korzun made a motion to accept the agen-
da with the addition of the highway mileage certificate, 
Seconded by S. Nicholson. Approved. 
 

Delinquent Tax Collector Report:  Ed Hemmer re-
ported on the outstanding taxes and status. 
 

Lister’s Report: Sharon Winnicki presented the pro-
posed Lister budget. Sharon reported on the 2020 
Equalization Study Results. CLA was 98.83%.  
 

Budget 2021:  Discussed the separate budget items.  
 

Highway Mileage Certificate: A. Korzun made a motion 
to accept the highway mileage certificate. S. Nicholson 
seconded. Approved. 
 

Town Administrative Assistant position:   Continued 
discussion regarding the creation of a Town Administra-
tive Assistant position.   
 

Review Minutes: A. Korzun made a motion to accept 
the 12/16/2020 Selectboard meeting minutes. Second-
ed by S. Nicholson. Approved. 
 

Review Orders: A. Korzun made a motion to approve 
Selectboard Orders #1 for $4,593.02 and Road Orders 
#1 for $14,263.06. Seconded by S. Nicholson. Ap-
proved. 
 

Recessed at 10:30 PM, to reconvene at 6:00 PM on 
January 11, 2021 to continue budget discussions. 

Respectfully submitted, Francis Wyatt 
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Se-
lectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 

January 11, 2021: Minutes of Selectboard Meeting 
 

Present at meeting:  Selectboard members: Francis 
Wyatt, Aaron Korzun, Steven Nicholson.  
Members of the Public:  None 
The meeting was reconvened at 6:02 PM 
A. Korzun called to order the recessed meeting of Jan-
uary 6, 2021. 
 

Budget 2021:  Discussed the separate budget items. 
Approved and signed the 2021 warning for a general 
fund expenditure of $1,117,027 with $592,689 to be 
raised by taxes and $524,338 from non-property tax 
revenue, reserve funds and surplus funds. 
 

Adjourned at 7:47pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted,, Francis Wyatt 
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Se-
lectboard at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
Editor’s Note: The minutes have been edited for brevity 
but not content. For complete minutes, go to the Town 
website www.shrewsburyvt.org 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
 

 
* Virtual Meeting Link Information 

 
Shrewsbury Annual Informational Meeting 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 11:00am 
(Note: Meeting starts at 11:00am but you 

can log in as early as 10:30am to test the link) 
 

Join meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/121590885 

or 
You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (646) 749-3122 
Access Code: 121-590-885 

 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when 

the meeting starts: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/121590885 

~Mark Goodwin, Shrewsbury Town Clerk 

SHREWSBURY SELECTBOARD MINUTES 
(continued) 
 

SHREWSBURY ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 at 11:00am 
via  

Virtual Meeting Link Information Below* 
~~~~~  

 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING ELECTION 
 

Tuesday, March 2, 2020 
Polls Open 10:00am – Close 7:00pm 

Shrewsbury Community Meeting House 
~~~~~  

 
Absentee Ballots 

Ballots will be available by request, by mail, or pick-up. 
 
Return ballots: (1)  by mail; (2) put in Drop Box at the Town 
Office up until 3pm on March 1;  (3)  bring to the Polls on 
March 2 by 7pm.. 
 
You can request an Absentee / Early Ballot by contacting the 
Town Clerk Shrewsburyclerk@vermontel.net or by phone 492-
3511, or by going to  My Voter Page at  mvp.vermont.gov 
 
I am expecting absentee ballots to be available from the print-
ers on or before January 31, 2021. 

~~~~~  
 

Volunteers always needed!! 
Please contact the Town Clerk if you are willing  

to work at the polls- 492-3511 
Poll Workers. 3 Hour Shifts starting at 9:30am 

 
Ballot Counters 

There will still be a need for a few Ballot Counters in the even-
ing of March 2 please contact the Town Clerk.  Even with a 
Tabulator, there will be a need to examine and tally ballots for 
write-in candidates.                     ~Submitted by Mark Goodwin 

802-492-3511 or shrewsburyclerk@vermontel.net 
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MESSAGE FROM MONTPELIER 
The new session has begun. We are still exclusively meet-

ing virtually, with meetings 
livestreamed on YouTube, so leg-
islators are not physically going to 
Montpelier. It presents its chal-
lenges, but personally I like the 
virtual meetings right now. I do 
have very big personal news, my 
wife and I just had a baby girl, 
Ginny Ophelia Nicoll. Born De-
cember 14, 6 pounds, our first. So, 
the virtual session is actually more 
convenient for me in some ways 
because I don’t want to leave the 

house that much anyway. 
 
If you saved the YouTube links from last year, they should 
all still be the same. But this is the link to the legislative page 
with all the YouTube links: 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/streaming/ 
We are mostly focusing our efforts this year on surviving this 
crisis and making sure Vermonters and VT businesses have 
the support they need. That being said, there are some big 
issues that will likely come up that are not directly related. 
Modernizing our transportation infrastructure has been a 
priority for many years and I think is one that may come up 
this year even though it is not directly COVID-related and it 
may end up somewhat partisan because it is tied so closely 
to climate change. Paid family leave is another that is a pri-
ority and has been for many years, and may come up this 
session even though it is not necessarily a COVID response 
bill. But I would argue that it is more important because of 
COVID and I can’t help but think how much better of a posi-
tion we would have been in if we had a system to support 
Vermonters staying home when they were sick right now. 
 
For this session I am on the House Committee on Com-
merce and Economic Development. It is a pretty big change 
in subject matter for me, but I am excited, and obviously we 
will be at the forefront on a lot of the COVID-response bills 
this year. Last session I was on Human Services which han-
dles a lot of issues I am interested in (Substance Misuse 
Prevention and Child Care), but Commerce & Econ Devel-
opment is a lot more related to what I studied in college. And 
with this new committee I will make more connections with 
those parts of our state government that support small busi-
nesses and workers/worker’s rights, which I think will be ex-
tremely valuable for our district in this current moment. 
 

As always, call me if there’s anything I can do to help or you 
want to talk about anything. 
Stay safe and stay strong, 

Logan Nicoll, State Representative (Ludlow, Mount Holly, 
Shrewsbury)’ lnicoll@leg.state.vt.us; 802-345-8430 

 

 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 
 

End of an Era 
I am sad to hear that Stewart’s Garage is closing after being 
in business for 105 years. I am proud that I had a chance to 
work there in the summer of 1959, and had the pleasure of 
working with Gordon Pierce in the service station. He was 
one of the nicest persons that I worked with. My grandfather 
helped get the garage started in 1915 and bought cars from 
them. My folks bought cars from them and I bought three 
cars from them. I guess now it is an end of an era.  

Submitted by S. P. Martyn Jr.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Congratulations! 
The names of more than 5,600 graduates from the Universi-
ty of Kansas this spring and summer have been announced 
by the University including Kelly Elizabeth Hutt Vater of 
Shrewsbury who earned the Master of Science in Education.  

Submitted by University of Kansas Office of Public Affairs 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
Greetings, fellow Shrewsberries. 
As most of you know, long time school board member Andy 
Richards-Peele is stepping down from his board position as 
of this year. I wish to extend a neighborly thank you to Andy 
for his many years of service to Shrewsbury in that position. 
 
I wish to announce that I am seeking a position on the Mill 
River District School Board (MRUUSD) to represent 
Shrewsbury. My wife Dee and I have lived in Shrewsbury for 
nearly 30 years, and along the way have put two daughters 
through the Shrewsbury Mountain School and Mill River 
High school system, and are now shepherding our custodial 
grandson through the district schools as well.   
 
Education is clearly important, but it is so much more.  Next 
to family, the time we spend in public schools is arguably the 
most important influence in our lives, shaping and building 
our educational tool boxes to prepare us for the ever chang-
ing, complex world of adulthood. Our students spend some 
1,000+ hours in the classroom every year, and more than 
half of our annual budget is devoted to providing our youth 
with the best education we can muster.   
 
Clearly, educating our young folks demands our best efforts, 
and I strongly feel that it is imperative that we keep our eye 
on the ball. Indeed, our Vermont Constitution is somewhat 
unique in emphasizing the critical importance of public edu-
cation, declaring that "a competent number of schools ought 
to be maintained in each town."Competence requires focus, 
and clearly, that focus should be on providing a high quality 
education that is sensitive to the financial burdens it imposes 
on our residents. That is my goal, and my pledge to the resi-
dents of Shrewsbury. 
 
As a frequent flyer at the social epicenter of town - i.e. "the 
dump," I hope to see you there. 

 ~Submitted by Todd Fillmore 
 

2021 Dog Licenses  
will be available January 5, 2021 

by mail or call 492-3511 
Current rabies certificate required. 

$9.00 Spayed/Neutered 
$13.00 intact 

Ginny Ophelia Nicoll 
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The holiday season has now passed, and even with the re-
strictions caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, the SVFD has 
remained quite active. In early December, the SVFD re-
sponded to a difficult situation on Lincoln Hill Road involving 
a man pinned beneath a tractor and saw rig. The man was 
extricated from the accident, and Regional Ambulance 
transported him to Rutland Regional Medical Center. The 
man did not survive. These types of situations are very diffi-
cult, and sometimes it is not possible to save a victim.  
 
The rest of December was relatively quiet, but due to the 
pandemic, full department meetings, trainings, and mainte-
nance were cancelled. Because maintenance of equipment 
is critical, small groups or individual members have gone to 
the stations to check on and in some cases run various 
pieces of equipment to ensure that it is always ready. And 
“ready” was the watchword early in January when a mutual 
aid call came from Ludlow for one engine and crew. Chief 
Phil Severy, his son Phillip Jr., and Al Ridlon Jr. responded 
with Shrewsbury’s Engine 1 to the Kettle Brook Condo com-
plex on Okemo Mountain to assist Ludlow in extinguishing a 
structure fire. The fire appears to have been the result of a 
failed metal asbestos chimney in one of the condos.  The fire 
spread from the chimney to the wood structure that encased 
it into the condos. The fire was extinguished by departments 
from Ludlow, Proctorsville, Mount Holly, and Shrewsbury, 
but not before causing damage to three condos in the com-
plex.  This type of situation should remind all of us who burn 
wood to be sure that chimneys and heating equipment are 
kept clean, and also to regularly check household smoke 
alarms. 
 
Also, a call came in during January from a passerby who 
dialed 9-1-1 reporting a tree down on power lines near the 
Coldham Road. Responding to that area, the department 
found nothing; however, upon further investigation, a tree 
burning on power lines was located near the Brown Bridge 
which is nearly five miles away. It is important that when a 
call is made to 9-1-1, accurate information regarding the 
location is given. Using familiar landmarks, or better yet, 
accurate numbers from nearby houses or mailboxes, will 
assist in getting a quick response. Please keep 9-1-1 ad-
dress numbers visible and driveways cleared as soon as 
possible after a winter storm to ensure a prompt arrival of 
emergency vehicles if needed.   
 
In another incident later in January, the department re-
sponded to a tree burning and laying on a power line near 
Copperas Hill Road. The SVFD responded and closed Town 
Hill Road temporarily until the fire extinguished itself.  Green 
Mountain Power arrived shortly thereafter to cut the tree 
from the power line, and the road was again cleared for traf-
fic. 
 
In other department news, the SVFD had a healthy re-
sponse to the annual mailer which will be used to purchase 

stabilization equipment for vehicle accidents.  The officers 
will be meeting soon to review the equipment needed and 
get it ordered. Many thanks to all who contributed toward this 
important acquisition. Those funds will certainly help to save 
lives and prevent injuries at future incidents.  
 
Certainly, the COVID-19 Pandemic has caused hardships for 
all of us. For the SVFD, even issues with maintenance like 
routine hydro testing of air pack bottles, which used to be 
completed in a short time period, now require 30 to 40 days 
for sending out, testing, and returning to the department.  
Therefore, the department has adjusted by only sending out 
a few at a time on a rotational basis in order to have air bot-
tles available at all times when needed.   
 
First responders, paramedics, police, fire, and medical per-
sonnel have been authorized to receive vaccinations against 
the COVID-19 Virus. Some members have taken advantage 
of this, and hopefully, this will soon be available to all and 
help to put an end to the pandemic. In the meantime, it is 
important to practice safe procedures including social dis-
tancing, masks, and hand washing.  We are fortunate to live 
in our beautiful community, and hopefully, we will soon be 
able to return to our normal everyday lives. 
Until the next time, be careful, be patient, and be vigilant.  
Care for your neighbors, and remember to always 

STAY FIRE SAFE. 
by Bob Snarski, Safety Officer, and 

 Jack Perry, SVFD President 
 

  

Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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FREE 
Come and pick it up! 

A light green LL Bean love seat. 
In fair condition. Interested? 

Call Joyce at 492-3542 

SHREWSBURY VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

!
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The holiday season has now passed, and even with the re-
strictions caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, the SVFD has 
remained quite active. In early December, the SVFD re-
sponded to a difficult situation on Lincoln Hill Road involving 
a man pinned beneath a tractor and saw rig. The man was 
extricated from the accident, and Regional Ambulance 
transported him to Rutland Regional Medical Center. The 
man did not survive. These types of situations are very diffi-
cult, and sometimes it is not possible to save a victim.  
 
The rest of December was relatively quiet, but due to the 
pandemic, full department meetings, trainings, and mainte-
nance were cancelled. Because maintenance of equipment 
is critical, small groups or individual members have gone to 
the stations to check on and in some cases run various 
pieces of equipment to ensure that it is always ready. And 
“ready” was the watchword early in January when a mutual 
aid call came from Ludlow for one engine and crew. Chief 
Phil Severy, his son Phillip Jr., and Al Ridlon Jr. responded 
with Shrewsbury’s Engine 1 to the Kettle Brook Condo com-
plex on Okemo Mountain to assist Ludlow in extinguishing a 
structure fire. The fire appears to have been the result of a 
failed metal asbestos chimney in one of the condos.  The fire 
spread from the chimney to the wood structure that encased 
it into the condos. The fire was extinguished by departments 
from Ludlow, Proctorsville, Mount Holly, and Shrewsbury, 
but not before causing damage to three condos in the com-
plex.  This type of situation should remind all of us who burn 
wood to be sure that chimneys and heating equipment are 
kept clean, and also to regularly check household smoke 
alarms. 
 
Also, a call came in during January from a passerby who 
dialed 9-1-1 reporting a tree down on power lines near the 
Coldham Road. Responding to that area, the department 
found nothing; however, upon further investigation, a tree 
burning on power lines was located near the Brown Bridge 
which is nearly five miles away. It is important that when a 
call is made to 9-1-1, accurate information regarding the lo-
cation is given. Using familiar landmarks, or better yet, accu-
rate numbers from nearby houses or mailboxes, will assist in 
getting a quick response. Please keep 9-1-1 address num-
bers visible and driveways cleared as soon as possible after 
a winter storm to ensure a prompt arrival of emergency vehi-
cles if needed.   
 
In another incident later in January, the department re-
sponded to a tree burning and laying on a power line near 
Copperas Hill Road. The SVFD responded and closed Town 
Hill Road temporarily until the fire extinguished itself.  Green 
Mountain Power arrived shortly thereafter to cut the tree 
from the power line, and the road was again cleared for traf-
fic. 
 
In other department news, the SVFD had a healthy response 
to the annual mailer which will be used to purchase stabiliza-

tion equipment for vehicle accidents.  The officers will be 
meeting soon to review the equipment needed and get it or-
dered. Many thanks to all who contributed toward this im-
portant acquisition. Those funds will certainly help to save 
lives and prevent injuries at future incidents.  
 
Certainly, the COVID-19 Pandemic has caused hardships for 
all of us. For the SVFD, even issues with maintenance like 
routine hydro testing of air pack bottles, which used to be 
completed in a short time period, now require 30 to 40 days 
for sending out, testing, and returning to the department.  
Therefore, the department has adjusted by only sending out 
a few at a time on a rotational basis in order to have air bot-
tles available at all times when needed.   
 
First responders, paramedics, police, fire, and medical per-
sonnel have been authorized to receive vaccinations against 
the COVID-19 Virus. Some members have taken advantage 
of this, and hopefully, this will soon be available to all and 
help to put an end to the pandemic. In the meantime, it is 
important to practice safe procedures including social dis-
tancing, masks, and hand washing.  We are fortunate to live 
in our beautiful community, and hopefully, we will soon be 
able to return to our normal everyday lives. 
Until the next time, be careful, be patient, and be vigilant.  
Care for your neighbors, and remember to always 

STAY FIRE SAFE. 
by Bob Snarski, Safety Officer, and 

 Jack Perry, SVFD President 
 
Hello Shrewsberries. 
My name is Samantha Green and I'm  
running to be the Shrewsbury Repre-
sentative to the Mill River School 
Board. I pride myself on being a help-
er and a lifelong learner, and am look-
ing forward to bringing these talents to 
serve on the school board. My wife, a 
Mill River graduate, is an elementary 
art teacher in a neighboring school 
district, and we ended up discovering 
our perfect home on Cold River Road, 

equidistant between my then employment at both Castleton 
University and summer work at Farm & Wilderness. During 
my time at Castleton I served on my union's state-wide ex-
ecutive board and currently through my now year round work 
at F&W on various committees such as hiring, mission & 
values, and financial aid. I've also worked in many customer 
service roles as well as with students from pre-school age 
through graduate school,  all of which I feel will be helpful as 
your representative. 
 
Maybe I'll see you Sundays at the dump! I've got a black 
hatchback covered in stickers and I'm sure the cold will keep 
me in my greenplaid jacket until town meeting day, so let's 
wave at each other, or give a honk if you see me snowblow-
ing our driveway as you drive past!  I look forward to getting 
to know you all better, and represent Shrewsbury well. 
 
All my best, Samantha (Sam) Green 

Paid Advertisement 

  

Book Reviews from the Library— 
Two ways to share: Please share your book reviews 
by writing them in the journals kept at the front desk 
at the Library or email to  maplesugar@comcast.net  
THANK YOU! 

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 
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From the Library— 
Shrewsbury’s REVIEW OF BOOKS 

This is a selection of reviews from our “Readers’ Pick” 
journal kept at the Library. Thanks to all the contributors! 
Thanks to all our Reviewers this month! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Swimming to Antarctica: 
Tales of a Long-Distance Swimmer 

by Lynne Cox 
!!!!! 

Great story (true) of Lynne’s intensity, endurance, perse-
verance and humility as she takes on long-distance 
swimming in the most unlikely places—the Bering Strait, 
the Straits of Magellan, and yes—ultimately, Antarctica. 
Fueled by the words of a teammate’s mother that she’d 
someday swim the English Channel, she does that—
setting a world record at age 15—and way more. Sci-
ence, geography and human nature rolled into one. 

Reviewed by Martha Sirjane 
 

Where Did I Leave My Glasses? The Where, When, 
and Why of Normal Memory Loss 

by Martha Weinman Lear 
  !!! 

This is a good book! 
Reviewed by Barbara Griffith 

 
Murder in the Marais 
Murder in Belleville 

Murder in the Rue du Paradis 
by Cara Black (mysteries set in Paris)  

!!!!! 
I LOVE these! I read one on a plane to California, and 
one coming back—and couldn’t stop reading. 

Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 
 

The Beautiful Mysteries 
by Louise Penny 

!!  
Spellbinding setting—a monastery deep in the forests of 
northern Quebec—an intriguing premise—a monk has 
been murdered in the monastery garden—that calls on 
the skills of the kindly, calm (but haunted) Chief Inspec-
tor Armand Gamache. The plot is intricate without being 
compelling, though—and it gets hard to tell one monk 
from another! The Chief Inspector is good company, if 
this mystery, with its DaVinci Code echoes, seems unin-
spired.           Reviewed by Joan Aleshire 

 
Book Reviews Compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

!!!!!  Fantastic!  
  !!!!  Compelling, page-turner 
     !!!  Enjoyable 
        !!   Just O.K. 
           !  Not recommended 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARDI GRAS 2013 
 

Saturday, April 27, 2013 
7pm to ?? 

at Town Hall 
 

Music by 
The Shrewsbury Community Blues Band 

 

Helpers Needed! 
• CALLERS to ask local folks to bring 

food items for attendees to eat 
• DECORATORS to decorate Town 

Hall in festive MARDI GRAS style 
• COLLECTORS of admission money 
• KITCHEN / CLEANER UPPERS to 

serve food and drinks and help clean 
up after 

• FACE PAINTER for the kids young 
and old! 

• FORTUNE TELLER in your own little 
grotto 

• SOLICITORS request and/or pick up 
donations from grocery stores, etc. 

• MASK SELLER masks will be on 
hand for sale 

 
Please call Fran Patten, 492-3706 or 
Roxanne Ramah, 492-3675 to volun-
teer.      Thank you! 
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∗ The Library is delighted to say that The LITTLE 
LIBRARY is up and in use! Many minds and hands contrib-
uted their time and skill to creating this project: DONNA & 
DICK SWARTZ; Donna’s sister JUNE and brother-in-law 
master carpenter PAUL MARSHALL of Enfield, NH; DORIS 
PERRY, LISA and NEAL SHARROW; and members of the 
Library Children’s Committee. MANY THANKS to PIERCES’ 
STORE for allowing us to put the first Little Library on the 
front porch! Find a book or puzzle there —- no checkout 
necessary! — and donate your gently used ones. 
 
∗ The Library is again asking for $7,500 in Town tax sup-
port: level funding since 2005. This provides the services we 
need to keep the door open: electricity, heat, phone, and 
insurance. We fund-raise for everything else: books and vid-
eos for adults and children, programs, supplies, mainte-
nance. This year, because of the pandemic, our usual fund-
raising events were cancelled, but individual donations more 
than made up for the shortfall. Many thanks, townspeople! 
 
∗ We’re very happy to announce that MARCOS LEVY has 
transferred the VHS tapes of past SHREWSBURY VARIETY 
SHOWS onto DVDs. If you haven’t ever seen a Variety 
Show, or if you want to revisit old delights, these are a real 
treat, mid-winter or any time! THANKS, MARCOS, for your 
skill! 
 
∗ We’re OPEN for in-person visits on: MONDAYS 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.; WEDNESDAYS, 5-7 p.m. and SATURDAYS 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. You can call 492-3410 or e-mail sli-
brary@vermontel.net for parking-lot pick-ups, or schedule a 
home delivery. 
 
∗ THE SHREWSBURY FOOD SHELF in the Library’s front 
hall is OPEN during in-person Library hours, as above. 
  
∗ If you have OVERDUE BOOKS or DVDs, please re-
member that other borrowers may want to check out those 
items, and return to them to the BOOK DROP on the Library 
front porch, or bring them in. We haven’t been able to track 
them down as actively as usual, because of limited hours 
and fewer staffers able to come in. THANK YOU for helping 
us out!  
 
Continuing Programs (via Zoom): 
Sunday, February 21 @ 4p.m. FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK 
CLUB: Third discussion of The Mirror and the Light, the third 
book of this intriguing trilogy. Please let me know if you’d like 
a copy and would like to join us: Joan, 492-3410. 
 
Sunday, February 28 @ 4 p.m. SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: 
Why We Sleep by Matthew Walker. 
New Books include: 

∗ Promised Land by Barack Obama: The former Presi-
dent’s memoir of his first term in office. 

∗ Best Backcountry Skiing in the Northeast: 50 Classic Ski 
and Snowboard Tours in New England and New York by 
David Goodman: An updated version of the earlier clas-
sic. 

∗ Shakespeare in a Divided America: What His Plays Tell 
Us About Our Past and Future by the scholar James 
Shapiro, author of Shakespeare in His Time. Lively and 
illuminating. 

∗ Eleanor by David Michaelis: A new biography of the for-
mer First Lady by a writer who knew Eleanor Roosevelt 
a child, when his mother produced  a WGBH-TV pro-
gram that featured her as a panelist. A finely drawn, ob-
jective portrait, drawing on newly discovered material. 

∗ The Man Who Ate Too Much: The Life of James Beard 
by John Birdsall. The first biography of the chef and food 
writer who championed American cooking.  

∗ A Children’s Bible by Lydia Millet: An appealing new 
novel about two families on vacation whose children are 
more mature than the adults. 

∗ Dearly: New Poems by Margaret Atwood. 
 
New DVDs coming soon, we hope. We’re looking into 
streaming services that the library might be able to offer free 
to patrons. Stay tuned! 
 
The Lbrary  has SNOWSHOES to lend: large and small 
sizes. Stop in! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

When All is aid 
by Anne Griffin 

* * * * * 
Maurice Hannigan is an 84 year-old man sitting on a bar 
stool at the Grand Hotel in his small, Irish town. His is look-
ing back on his life, shaped by equal parts love and revenge. 
Now completely alone, he's put all his affairs in order and is 
ready to toast the five most important people in his life be-
fore he moves on to his retirement years. "I'm here to re-
member all that I have been and all that I will never be 
again."  Maurice had failed miserably in school and always 
believed that he was not smart. He gives his education his 
best shot, but it is torture for him. (Far from stupid, Maurice 
suffers from dyslexia--an undiagnosed condition at that 
time). He drops out of school and devotes his life working his 
family farm and, along with his mother, also works for their 
wealthy neighbor, where he is bullied and abused. His five 
toasts are to his brother, Tony; Molly, his stillborn daughter; 
son, Kevin (living in the States); Noreen, his wife's sister, 
and finally to his beloved wife, Sadie. Maurice's words are 
poignant and moving. It concludes with the solved mystery of 
a missing coin--this is the revenge part of the story. Griffin 
does an excellent job of engaging the reader to the very end.  

~Reviewed by Marilyn Dalick 

Times of Shrewsbury ~ September 2015 
 

2 

More TV Series to Add to the List:: 
Since the publication of the top 50 TV series recommended 
by Shrewsbuerries I the November 2020 issue of the Times, 
several other suggestions have been received. These meet 
the same criteria as the first list: Recommended or highly 
recommended by a Shrewsberry and also rated above 
80% by rating services. Others are available on Netflix, 
Amazon Prime, and PBS. 

! All Creatures Great and Small  
! Borgen* 
! The Queen’s Gambit 
! Undoing 

*Indicates available at Shrewsbury Library. 
 
 

!  “Country Music”, 
! ”The National Parks”,  
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∗ The Library is delighted to say that The LITTLE 
LIBRARY is up and in use! Many minds and hands contrib-
uted their time and skill to creating this project: DONNA & 
DICK SWARTZ; Donna’s sister JUNE and brother-in-law 
master carpenter PAUL MARSHALL of Enfield, NH; DORIS 
PERRY, LISA and NEAL SHARROW; and members of the 
Library Children’s Committee. MANY THANKS to PIERCES’ 
STORE for allowing us to put the first Little Library on the 
front porch! Find a book or puzzle there —- no checkout 
necessary! — and donate your gently used ones. 
 
∗ The Library is again asking for $7,500 in Town tax sup-
port: level funding since 2005. This provides the services we 
need to keep the door open: electricity, heat, phone, and 
insurance. We fund-raise for everything else: books and vid-
eos for adults and children, programs, supplies, mainte-
nance. This year, because of the pandemic, our usual fund-
raising events were cancelled, but individual donations more 
than made up for the shortfall. Many thanks, townspeople! 
 
∗ We’re very happy to announce that MARCOS LEVY has 
transferred the VHS tapes of past SHREWSBURY 
VARIETY SHOWS onto DVDs. If you haven’t ever seen a 
Variety Show, or if you want to revisit old delights, these are 
a real treat, mid-winter or any time! THANKS, MARCOS, for 
your skill! 
 
∗ We’re OPEN for in-person visits on: MONDAYS 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.; WEDNESDAYS, 5-7 p.m. and SATURDAYS 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. You can call 492-3410 or e-mail sli-
brary@vermontel.net for parking-lot pick-ups, or schedule a 
home delivery. 
 
∗ THE SHREWSBURY FOOD SHELF in the Library’s 
front hall is OPEN during in-person Library hours, as above. 
  
∗ If you have OVERDUE BOOKS or DVDs, please re-
member that other borrowers may want to check out those 
items, and return to them to the BOOK DROP on the Li-
brary front porch, or bring them in. We haven’t been able to 
track them down as actively as usual, because of limited 
hours and fewer staffers able to come in. THANK YOU for 
helping us out!  
 
Continuing Programs (via Zoom): 
Sunday, February 21 @ 4p.m. FAMOUS BOOKS BOOK 
CLUB: Third discussion of The Mirror and the Light, the third 
book of this intriguing trilogy. Please let me know if you’d like 
a copy and would like to join us: Joan, 492-3410. 
 
Sunday, February 28 @ 4 p.m. SCIENCE BOOK CLUB: 
Why We Sleep by Matthew Walker. 

New Books include: 
∗ Promised Land by Barack Obama: The former Presi-

dent’s memoir of his first term in office. 
∗ Best Backcountry Skiing in the Northeast: 50 Classic Ski 

and Snowboard Tours in New England and New York by 
David Goodman: An updated version of the earlier clas-
sic. 

∗ Shakespeare in a Divided America: What His Plays Tell 
Us About Our Past and Future by the scholar James 
Shapiro, author of Shakespeare in His Time. Lively and 
illuminating. 

∗ Eleanor by David Michaelis: A new biography of the for-
mer First Lady by a writer who knew Eleanor Roosevelt 
a child, when his mother produced  a WGBH-TV pro-
gram that featured her as a panelist. A finely drawn, ob-
jective portrait, drawing on newly discovered material. 

∗ The Man Who Ate Too Much: The Life of James Beard 
by John Birdsall. The first biography of the chef and food 
writer who championed American cooking.  

∗ A Children’s Bible by Lydia Millet: An appealing new 
novel about two families on vacation whose children are 
more mature than the adults. 

∗ Dearly: New Poems by Margaret Atwood. 
 
New DVDs coming soon, we hope. We’re looking into 
streaming services that the library might be able to offer free 
to patrons. Stay tuned! 
 
 

 
SNOWSHOES 

(Adult & Children) 
 

Available for checkout  
at the  

Shrewsbury Library 
 

Borrow for 3 days 

 

 

The Times of Shrewsbury is our community “newspaper” 
So…if you have a photo, an article, or an idea….send it along! 

We’re always looking for photos, articles, and ideas! 

  !!Book Reviews from the Library— 
Book lovers! Please share your book 
reviews by writing them in the journals 
kept at the front desk at the Library or e-
mailing them to maplesugar@comcast.net   

Book reviews are compiled by Marilyn Dalick 

★★★★★ Fantastic!  
  ★★★★ Compelling, page-turner 
     ★★★ Enjoyable 
        ★★  Just O.K. 
           ★ Not recommended 

 
Books, Music, Theatre 

BOOK REVIEWS 
* * * * *Fantastic 
* * * * Compelling page turner 
* * * Enjoyable 
* * Just O.K. 
* Not recommended 
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The Little Library at Pierce’s Store 

Have you gone to Pierce’s Store and been greeted on the 
front porch by our new “Little Local Library”?  There is a new 
addition there for your winter pleasure with books and puz-
zles from our Shrewsbury Library.  
 
This was engineered and crafted by Paul and June Marshall 
from Enfield, New Hampshire. (June is Donna Swartz’s sis-
ter). Paul, being the never-idle-person that he is, was looking 
for projects to keep him busy during this unique winter and 
so Donna told him she had a project for him. He used only 
things on hand. The lumber was milled by him from downed 
pine trees on their family homestead in Bloomfield, Vermont. 
Clapboards and shingles were hand worked  and planed in 
his workshop from this lumber. Hardware was hand forged in 
his blacksmith shop, and he used his 3D printer to make the 
round shim on the door latch. He even made the angle of the 
roof the same as the Pantheon in Athens, Greece.  
 
This is a REK library—“Return, Exchange or Keep” a book or 
puzzle for your leisure winter time. Keep a watch out for oth-
er “Little Local Libraries”. One should appear soon outside 
our main library also including some non-freezable Food 
Shelf items. ~Article & Photo by Donna Swartz 
 
 

Big Round of Applause 
There's no more perfect way to end 2020 and begin 2021 
than on a note of scholastic delight! A big round of applause 
to Donna Swartz and everyone at the "main branch" of the 
Shrewsbury Library for the splendid idea of bringing a Little 
Library up to Pierce's porch! . ~Elana Levin 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

From the Children’s Library Committee:  
 Visit the library to check out a story 
about the plague of 1918. A boy is 
sent to a logging camp for the winter 
to keep him away from the virus. 
Marven of the Great North Woods by 
Katheryn Laskey is on display on the 
main table. 
 
If you liked the movies:, we have 
added a Dr. Seuss book "Horton 
Hears a Who" to the collection, and 

Maurice Sendak’s "Where the Wild things Are" book is now 
on our shelves as well!  ~Submitted by Carrie Clancy 
 
 

The Mail Has to Go! 
WCAX reported that Shrewsbury had 30” of snow on De-
cember 17— the biggest snow since 1991-92. The Post Of-
fice said that Sandy couldn’t even do the mail delivery route 
that day, and the Gibsons had mail to go out. So Eliza cross 
country skied down Town Hill to the Post Office to deliver 
it….and then she skied back up the 660 foot elevation hill! 
Postmaster Ann Hansen said she was glad to have a cus-
tomer!                                     Submitted by Jonathan Gibson 

Photo by Ann Hansen 

NEW Lobby Hours at the Cuttingsville Post Office 
Lobby hours at the Post office are: 

Mon– Fri 7:00am–7:00pm 
 Sat 7:00am–4pm 

  
Window hours remain unchanged: 

Mon–Fri 7:30am–10:30am &11:30am–2;30pm; 
Sat 8am–11am. 

Times Financial Report 12/31/2020 
Beginning Cash Balance  $6,081 
Receipts (donations & advertisements)  $8,471 
Expenses (printing, postage & supplies) ($6,672) 
Year End Cash Balance:  $7,879 

 

Your donations and advertisements make publishing 
the Times possible!    ~~Chryl Martin and Rich Biziak 
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Shrewsbury Historical Society celebrates 

50th Anniversary 
In March 1971, temporary chairman Arthur Patten sent 
Shrewsbury residents an invitation which began: "Are you 
interested in the old days and the old books and letters, or 
antiques of the kitchen or barn, or stories of ‘the old days’ as 
told by our elder neighbors? Are you concerned that, in the 
rush and bustle of today, the traditions and values of yester-
day should not be lost and forgotten?" 
 
Forty-five enthusiastic townspeople gathered at the Town 
Hall on March 22, 1971, and voted unanimously to organize 
a historical society.  
 
On April 19, 1971 the by-laws were adopted and the follow-
ing officers were elected: President Arthur Patten, Vice-
President Margaret Adams, Secretary Nancy Spencer, 
Treasurer Fred Gressler. Directors (trustees) Sadie Hamil-
ton, George Richards and Dorothy Turnbeau.  
 
Committee chairmen and some of the other members at that 
time were: Peg Patten, Phyllis Wells, Frances and George 
Brigham, Ann (Monte) Coffin, Jim McCullough, Ed Cook, 
Mitch Spencer, Tom Mitchell, Eloise Barber, Emily and Glo-
ria (Benson) Korngiebel, Donna Smith, Cornelia Biddle, Mary 
Stapleton and Don Moore. 
 
In the years to follow, the Society went from storing articles 
in boxes under beds in members’ homes, to a museum first 
located upstairs in the former one-room school house, now 
the Shrewsbury Library, to the fine church building on Route 
103 where you can be sure that in the "rush and bustle of 
today" – and in a new century and a new millennium – you 
can step back in time to visit "the old days and the old ways 
in the Town of Shrewsbury." 
 
The information given above was printed in the 3rd edition of 
our annual Newsletter dated December, 2001. In May of 
1996, the Society celebrated its 25th anniversary. In attend-
ance at this meeting and party, were founding members 
Donna Smith, Nancy Spencer, Jim McCullough, Peggy Pat-
ten, George Brigham, Dorothy Turnbeau and Heidi Mitchell. 
Richard Wiedmann was president and host. 
 
Even during Hurricane Irene on August 28, 2011, as the 
town was getting ready to celebrate its 250th anniversary, the 
museum did not close. Only a pandemic of Covid -19 could 
close the doors to our museum and to meetings held by 
members for almost a year now. We have received three 
new artifacts which will be put on display when we reopen: 
an ancient iron kettle found near a Shrewsbury brook, a deli-
cate sugar bowl, and a few beautiful vintage evening gowns, 
a photo, wedding attire and toddler’s coat and hat belonging 
to a Shrewsbury family. 
 
Our files are bulging and we need to meet the demand with 
new file cabinets. Our storage area is undergoing a reorgan-

ization for more room. We need extra book shelves to ac-
commodate our continuing collection of albums of events 
held, and historical photos of our town. The museum roof will 
need some repair this year. Therefore, the SHS is asking the 
townspeople to vote yes for our financial help on Town Meet-
ing Day in March. 
 
We all hope to plan for a new opening sometime this year. In 
the meantime, we continue with filing, copy work and fulfilling 
requests for genealogy questions. New exhibits must be 
planned for and hopefully we will be back on track once 
again in opening our doors to school children, passing tour-
ists and interested residents of our town.  
 
Please continue to wear your masks, stay distanced from 
others and wash your hands till they squeak. We will get 
through this. Stay safe. ~Submitted by Ruth Winkler 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES! 
As seen at Pierce’s Store and  

Painted by our own Grace Brighham 

 
 
 
To the Shrewsbury Community: 
 

I am standing for office and would appreciate 
your continued support for the honor of serving 
as Treasurer. 
Thank you, 
          Linda McGuire, Town Treasurer 
 

 
 

Paid Advertisement 
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Perspective from: Josh Bankert - Freiburg, Germany  
(Josh is the son of Susan Kennedy and Steve Bankert in 
Cuttingsville. He grew up here in Shrewsbury and attended 
the Mountain School and Mill River High School)  
 

Several weeks after the pandemic had struck and folks 
started to take it seriously, I was in New Delhi, India. I was 
about a month into a semester abroad as part of my masters 
degree in Global Studies. The week before, I had celebrated 
my birthday and the Indian festival Holi. A central part of Holi 
is using one’s fingers to daub paint on the faces of strangers, 
an act which would come to seem somewhat horrifying given 
the obvious risks of viral transmission. As it became clear 
that COVID-19 would be much more than another bump in 
the road in an already bumpy semester, I decided that I 
would rather be stuck in Vermont than a cramped hostel in 
Delhi as the stifling summer heat approached. I left India two 

days before all international 
flights were barred, and was 
soon cozied up to my par-
ents' wood stove in Cut-
tingsville. 
  

I spent the period of mid-
March to October at my 
childhood home, mostly 
occupied with online clas-
ses taught by professors in 
India and long bike rides all 
over Vermont. It was a hum-

bling experience to see the differences between these two 
places in how this crisis was navigated. As Vermont 
emerged as one of the few examples of competent pandem-
ic response, millions of Indians streamed out of large cities 
which had been locked down, sometimes walking hundreds 
of miles back to their home villages which they had left to 
find employment. The sheer volume of people and the close 
quarters in which they often live meant India was especially 
vulnerable to the effects of the pandemic. The government 
responded with one of the world’s strictest lockdowns – a 
friend in Ahmedabad (a city of over 6 million people) was 
unable to leave his neighborhood for over four months. 
  

In October I moved back to Freiburg, Germany, which is 
where my masters program is based. Having all but avoided 
a serious ‘first wave’ in the spring, Germany has been hit 
hard since soon after I arrived. As I write this, we have had 
over a month of 8pm curfew, with non-essential businesses 
closed and strict limitations on social gatherings. There are 
steep fines for breaking curfew and other rules. As in the 
U.S., the vaccine rollout process has been slower than 
hoped for and the months ahead will continue to be difficult. 
One upside: Freiburg currently has more snow than they’ve 
had in years and snowy walks and sledding offer a beautiful 
respite from the lockdown.  

~~~~~~~ 
 

 

From Elsa Tirou, Belgium: 
I was an exchange student 
attending Mill River in 2017-
2018 and I was hosted by 
Dianne and Randell Barclay, 
then Jessica and Kell Giffin in 
Shrewsbury.  
 

When the pandemic started I 
was living in my house in 
Montigny le Tilleul, about an 
hour south of Brussels, Bel-
gium. The #1 challenge that 
came with this time was not 
being able to see my family 
and my friends, and cancelling all the events that I had 
planned. My grandparents were alone and isolated and it 
wasn’t easy for them. All I wanted was to spend time with 
them. The second challenging thing was my schoolwork. All 
of my classes and exams were online and we had even 
more work to do. It was stressful to work all the time without 
having a break with some friends. And last, seeing so many 
people die because of this pandemic is really hard, I was 
(and I still am) worried for my family and friends. 
 

The national government decided multiple rules such as the 
lockdown, the closing of non essential stores, of the schools, 
etc. A few cities added some rules such as the obligation to 
wear masks. At the beginning, most people were ok with the 
rules. The police were everywhere and we could get fines if 
we didn’t respect the lockdown. Currently, I think that lots of 
people have had enough of this pandemic. Some people 
don’t wear a mask, or they see their friends even if it’s for-
bidden. Of course they can get a fine which is like 250 euros 
(approx. $304 U.S.) but some people don’t care anymore.  
 
During the summer there were not many positive cases but 
since September, with the schools reopening, the number 
has increased. At the beginning of the school year all the 
schools were open, then the numbers increased too much 
so the Universities closed (the High Schools and Middle 
Schools are still open). All my classes are online since mid-
October and my exams in January will be online too.  
 
A positive change that came with the Covid is that everyone 
has had to adapt and be creative, to not fall into a routine 
and continue to live. It has pushed us out of our comfort 
zone. I hope that everyone will enjoy life even more when all 
of this will be over. Also a positive change is that I can see 
that most people try to buy at the local stores that are suffer-
ing which strengthens the solidarity of our population. 
 
 

If you like, you can email Elsa at elsa.tirou@skynet.be 
Article compiled by Victoria Arthur 

 

PANDEMIC PERSPECTIVES FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
The world wide pandemic has prompted many of us to check in on folks we know far and wide and to reconnect with 
them. What is the same for us all, no matter where we live? What might be different about how our respective countries 
manage the pandemic, nationally, and in our communities? Are there positive aspects to our situation? These experienc-
es are presented in this series. If you know of someone who has lived or worked in Shrewsbury but now lives abroad, we 
would welcome their perspectives!  ( to contribute, please email Victoria Arthur at singtolive57@gmail.com) 

Josh in Freiburg, Germany 

Dianne and Randell Barclay 
with  Elsa at 2018  

Mill River graduation 
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The Roving Reporter Asked: 
 What are your thoughts about the pandemic? 

  
! “It feels like we’re stuck in   

  Ground  Hog Day!”  ~LF  
! “We’re going to be feral when  

   this is all over!” ~JM  
! “The business that makes yoga pants is going to see a  

downturn.” ~LK 
! “I am the Original Miss Captiva Quarantina!” ~LS 
!  “I’m reaching different levels of boredom…too little peo-

ple interaction.” ~PG 
! “Introverts have been reinforced but extroverts are going 

to be ready to run out and be more social when it’s all 
over.” ~JK 

!  “Zoom has created a great date screening option for the 
younger set in the future! “ ~FM 

! “There are just so many ‘ordinary’ days!” ~GB   
! “We now know that in the future we could have Book 

Club by Zoom instead of canceling when it snows!” ~JA 
!  “It’s like we’re all on the Titanic; some are in steerage 

and some on the upper deck, but we’re all in the same 
boat!” ~PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 
Okemo Valley Lights Contest Winner! 

The Okemo Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce 
(OVRCC) recently announced the winners of their first annu-
al Okemo Valley Lights promotion. Winners were selected 
from participants in the regional tour map on the chamber’s 
website with photos and addresses to find all these partici-
pants. Stewart Maple Marketplace was among the top 10 
winners! Ludlow partnered with the Chamber to sponsor the 
contest for the best lights display in the region. Winners will 
each be receive a $100 gift card and award certificate.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Wolf Moon 
January 28, 2021 

The Wolf Moon is the 
first full moon of the 
New Year…so as 
Sandy Bragg says, 
“lets get out there 
and howl at midnight 
to call the missing 
pack in our 
lives…may we all be 
reunited again soon!” 

 
 

CUSTOM CABINETRY 

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICE 

 
FRANK GUNDAL 

KITCHEN DESIGNER 

Cell: 339-987-7076  

advantage@rcn.com 

 
  

The Times of Shrewsbury is our community “newspaper” 
So…if you have a photo, an article, or an idea….send it along! 

We’re always looking for photos, articles, and ideas! 
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Everyone Eats! 
We will be delivering meals again as part of the Everyone 
Eats Program in conjunction with the Vermont Farmers Food 
Center and local restaurants. We will deliver on the following 
Wednesdays: Jan 27, Feb 3, and Feb 10. If you were on 
our list in December we will plan to deliver to you. If you or a 
neighbor would like to be added to our delivery list please 
contact Sue 492-3738, Roxanne 492-3675 or Julanne 492-
3361. Meals will be cold, ready to eat or heat. If you have 
Vegetarian, Vegan or Gluten free preferences please let us 
know. Let’s get through the pandemic together!  
 
Chairman’s Message:  
I miss seeing members and friends and our time together on 
Sundays! At this time,  the church council continues to look 
at the Governor’s direction and follow the guidance of the 
Vermont Conference of the United Church of Christ. We be-
lieve we need to be cautious to ensure we are doing what is 
best for everyone.  While it was very sad we weren’t able to 
prepare the sanctuary for our traditional candle lite service of 
carols and scripture readings on Christmas Eve; I am confi-
dent we made the right decision. There were reported out-
breaks of the virus which were a result of holiday gatherings 
and services. At this time, we will continue with our Sunday 
Services via email.  
 
I look forward to the day when we can return to church! We 
are alive, well, and continue to serve the community in new 
ways. If you, a relative, friend, or neighbor would like a 
phone check in please let us know. If you know of anyone 
who can use a helping hand, please let us know. Although 
we are not physically together, we can continue to love and 
support each other from a distance and touch each other in 
new ways. Blessings and love to each of you!  

Sincerely,  
Sue Ransom-Kelley 

 
Special Thanks: Thank you to Donna Smith for providing 
the beautiful wreath on the front of the Meeting House in 
memory of Bill Smith and a special thanks to Julanne Shar-
row for placing candles in the windows and adding another 
light each week during the advent season.  It is cheerful and 
heartwarming to drive by and see those beautiful reminders 
of the holiday season! 
 
Virtual Worship Service 
The Shrewsbury Community Church has suspended Sunday 
worship service, Sunday Funday Kids Program, and the 
Prayer Shawl Group until further notice. Our pastor, Wendy 
Savery, will continue to prepare a Sunday service for us 
each week, including a written sermon, scriptures, prayers, 
etc. All our regular members continue to receive info by 
email each week so we can carry on together in a virtual way 

during this difficult time. If you know anyone else who would 
like to receive this, let us know, and we will gladly include 
them in the mailing each week (make your request to 
Roxanne Ramah at roxramah@gmail.com).   
 
Keeping in Touch with Each Other 
As a church family while we are unable to see each other 
face to face regularly. We are concerned about those who 
may be feeling lonely or isolated. Therefore, we encourage 
you to check in with others during the week. If you or some-
one you know would appreciate a weekly phone call or if you 
would like to be a caller, let us know (roxramah@gmail.com).  
 
The Helping Hand Fund is for Shrewsbury residents experi-
encing financial hardship.  Assistance can be given for basic 
needs such as food, heating, gasoline, etc. If you or a neigh-
bor are in need please let us know!  Call Rita Lane 775-2578 
, Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-8399, 492-
3738.  
 

Community Food Shelf 
Free Community Food Shelf at the Library in the front entry 
way. Those in need are welcome to help themselves any 
time the Library entryway is open. Limited hours are:  
 Mon 10am-12noon; Wed 7pm-9pm; Saturday 10am-12noon 
 
Call Sue 802-661-8399 or 492-3738 or Karen 558-5991 for 
gift cards to purchase specific items you need which are not 
on the shelf or to make an appointment to pick up food and 
gift cards.   
 
Donations of non-perishable food or toiletry items are always 
appreciated and can be placed on the Food Shelf anytime 
the Library entryway is open or dropped off for placement in 
the donation basket at Pierces Store. Monetary donations 
are also welcome and will be used to restock the shelf when 
donated items need to be supplemented. Send checks pay-
able to Shrewsbury Community Church (write Food Shelf or 
Helping Hand Fund in the Memo).   Mail to Shrewsbury 
Community Church Treasurer Karen Lorentz @ 1300 CCC 
Road Shrewsbury, VT 05738.   
 

Community Needs 
! Wedding, Funeral or Memorial Service Requests: Con-
tact Rita Lane 775-2578, Sue Kelley 492-3738, 802-661-
8399 or Donna Smith 492-3367.                                                                                                         
! Community Helping Hand Requests: Contact Rita Lane 
775-2578 , Donna Smith 492-3367 or Sue Kelley 802-661-
8399, 492-3738.  
! Pastoral Care, Home, Hospital Visitation, Outreach Re-
quests:  Contact Rita Lane 775-2578, Roxanne Ramah 492-
3675 or Ruth Kinne 775-5318 (no in-person visits for now, 
but consider phone calls, virtual visits, emails, etc).   
  

 
COVID-19 Information 

For up-to-date information on COVID-19 visit the  
Vermont  Dept. of Health website at: : 

www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19 
~Kathy Felder, Shrewsbury Health Officer 
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To Build A Good Boat 
It’s February, a tree’s dormant season between leaf fall, 
starch storage in the roots, and sugaring season. A time 
perhaps to dream of green days ahead, to read a good book, 
or otherwise shorten our dormant season. This line of 
thought brought me to ship building and the long history of 
wooden ships that opened our world to travel. We think of 
mast trees as a part of our history because our white pines 
had the size and straightness to help rig the big ships of the 

time. Planks 
for the hull and 
decking and 
superstructure 

also needed to 
be straight 
wood. So the 
search has 
always been 
for straight 
trees for ship 
lumber.  

 
So what are these people doing in the woods of Northern 
Spain? They are Basques and have a long association with 
the sea including a very early history of whaling. By the 
1500’s they were already fishing for cod and whaling off the 
coast of Labrador and 
Newfoundland. Ships 
need not only straight 
pieces but a myriad of 
other shapes to “float 
your boat” and these 
folks are looking for spe-
cific ship parts and a 
tree that they can be 
taken from. 
 
For a boat to be seawor-
thy it has to be water 
tight, well made for en-
durance and time, and 
have the correct parts 
put together by craftsmen. The same is true for many other 
things including Tree Warden Statutes that became law last 
November. For any town to continue on with a Tree Warden 
program a Shade Tree Preservation Plan shall be necessary 
to manage road side trees and must reflect the interests of 
the town and its citizens in implementing our new tree war-
den laws. Since no plans exist at this point many Vermont 
towns are struggling to see what these plans might entail 
including Shrewsbury.   Several citizens, the Planning Com-
mission and Conservation Commission have expressed in-
terest in getting such a plan for Shrewsbury’s Town Roads 
(ROW). The Planning Commission will submit a grant by 
February 3 (no town funds required) to the Urban and Com-
munity Forestry Program for assistance in perhaps creating 
one. So like building a good boat or a good plan, the devil is 
in the details, and for the moment they lie in the hands of the 
Urban and Community Forestry Program and any town that 
wishes to work with them.  

Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 
 

Transparency 
For the purposes of this article the title is not related to poli-
tics. The term is the 
goal of people who 
make windows for 
homes and business-
es and the clearer the 
better for those of us 
looking through a 
pane of glass. 
 
Early glass windows 
were limited in size and had “waves” in them due to the prim-
itive glass making process. As time progressed so did clarity 
and in more recent years the focus has been on a window’s 
thermal qualities as related to overall house heat savings. 
Now I may be condensing time here since glass has been 
around as a popular item since the bronze age but glass has 
been a part of our lives for centuries as that item that allows 
light into the insides of our houses and workplaces.  
 
Glass has always been created using silica (sand), soda 
ash, and limestone as the basic ingredients combined with 
some high heat to transform these materials into something 
to see through. This float glass process makes sheets of 
glass.  But make way for a new “glass on the block” with 
wood as the basic property. You can thank lead researcher 
Junyong Zhu from the Forests Products Lab for the very 
early stages of product development and the November 
2020 issue of  THE FORESTRY SOURCE as the source of 
info for this article. Zhu in collaboration with fellow research-
ers at both the Universities of Maryland and Colorado have 
“developed a transparent wood material” that could “outper-
form glass.” 
 
According to The Forestry Source “The researchers creat-
ed transparent wood by treating balsa wood in an oxidizing 
bath that bleaches it of nearly all visibility. A synthetic poly-
mer called polyvinyl alcohol is then applied creating a prod-
uct  that  is virtually transparent.” Now for the “outperform” 
part and again from The Forestry Source. “Wood cellulose 
combined with an energy-absorbing polymer filler creates 
clear panels that are far more durable and lighter than 
glass.” “The panels can withstand much stronger impacts 
than glass, and unlike glass, they bend or splinter rather 
than shattering.” “In addition, transparent wood is about five 
times more thermally efficient than glass, cutting energy 
costs, and it is made from a sustainable natural resource 
with low carbon emissions compared to glass manufactur-
ing.” 
 
Now don’t expect to see balsa wood sheets at your next 
glass blowing demonstration (different process). And don’t 
expect to see clear glass panels just yet from balsa wood 
dipped in an oxidizing bath. But do expect to read their find-
ings which were published in the Journal of Advanced 
Functional Materials and do expect to see great things con-
tinuing to come from the National Forest Products Lab (orig-
inal established in 1910 in Madison, Wisconsin and now to-
taling seven facilities under the US 

Submitted by Gary Salmon, Tree Warden 
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Lee!and!Dick!Rohe!are!downsizing.!

No,!we!have!not!made!a!New!Years’!resolution!!about!

losing!weight,!although!it!is!a!frequent!topic!of!

discussion.!!After!56!years!of!happiness!living!in!this!

wonderful!community!we!are!planning!to!move!this!
summer!to!a!continuing!care!retirement!community!

near!one!of!our!daughters.!So,!as!we!begin!our!

daunting!task!of!downsizing,!we!offer!the!following!preF

owned!items!free.!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!
*QueenFsized!firm!mattress,!box!spring!and!Harvard!Frame,!
! including!pine!headboard.!!

*FullFsized!bed,!box!spring!and!Harvard!frame,!

red!floral!bedspread,!matching!curtains!also.!

*Pine!armoire!72”!x!36”!x!22”!

*Couch!84”!!

*Assorted!tables,!dressers,!mirrors,!large!throw!pillows!

!

If!you!are!aware!of!anyone!who!can!use!any!

of!these!items,!kindly!email!me!at!

journal@sover.net!or!call!at!492F2300.!
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Annual School District Meeting  
First, the Annual Meeting of the School District will be differ-
ent this year, isn’t everything? The Annual Meeting is usually 
a pretty low key affair. Some years the board members out-
number the audience. This year we are “going virtual” so 
perhaps the participation will go up. The date is 2/25/21. We 
will be reading through the Warning and will be open to 
questions afterwards. Everything; including election of Clerk, 
Treasurer, and Moderator; will be voted by Australian Ballot 
this year. The link is:meet.google.com/ojv-ewuc-wrw or via 
phone at: 318-565-6180 PIN:  228 924 684# If you have nev-
er attended a virtual meeting and need advice on how to ac-
cess, please call the Central Office at 775-3264.                      
 
Interested in what your school board members are 
thinking and talking about? 
The Community Engagement Committee of the Mill River 
Unified Union School Board is holding three meetings in the 
next two months to give townspeople an opportunity to meet 
with a few board members in a casual setting. Since we are 
in the countdown to Town Meeting, there will be at least one 
member of the Finance Committee at each meeting to an-
swer budget questions. But, please bring any topic you like. 
The caveat, of course, is that no decisions can be made at 
these meetings. Board members will listen and answer ques-
tions, if possible. The idea is to have two morning meetings 
and two evening meetings to see what works best for peo-
ple. Starting in March we will likely move to a single monthly 
meeting with the time and day dependent on attendance at 
these upcoming meetings. 
 

So how to attend? 
Attendance will be capped at 2-3 board members and 8-10 
community members so that everyone can participate easily. 
Dates are as follows: 1/25/21 at 6:30pm, 2/6/21 at 9:30am, 
and 2/22/21 at 6:30pm.  
 

Email communityengagement@millriverschools.org if you 
would like to attend and we will send you an invitation. If that 
session is full, we'll offer you an alternate time. Please only 
sign up for one of the sessions so that everyone can have a 
chance. For this school year, the meetings will be virtual. We 
certainly hope that next year we may begin to have meetings 
in person again.                  Submitted by Adrienne Raymond 

Shrewsbury Rep. Mill River UUSD Board 
Community Engagement Committee member 

 
 
MRUUSD Budget and Taxes Report 
One of my January tasks, for quite a few years now, has 
been to write an article for the February Times of Shrews-
bury explaining the budget of the Mill River school district 
and corresponding state property tax rate. As I have noted 
repeatedly, writing the school budget is a high wire act of 
balancing the costs of providing our students with a quality 
education while not over burdening us the taxpayers. While it 
is hard enough to keep that balance to get across the wire, 
dealing with continually rising expenses is much like having 
an unseen force shake the wire as we attempt to cross. This 
year was perhaps our most challenging due to the havoc 
covid-19 has brought to the state’s economy. It was obvious 

to the school board that our budget writing priority had to 
focus upon limiting any increase to the absolute essentials.  
 
Taking all this into account the board balanced rising ex-
penses with a significant effort to look for  savings through-
out the budget. I am very pleased to report we were suc-
cessful in our crossing of the high wire as we have written a 
budget which shows an increase of only 0.17% or $32,854. 
In the years I have served on school boards this is by far the 
smallest increase we have presented to Shrewsbury voters. 
The numbers bear testament to the challenge of meeting 
rising expenses with decreased spending. The increases 
included contractual pay increases for staff, a 9.6% increase 
in health insurance, two new buses and increased transpor-
tation for a total of $547,808. In essence we began our 
budget work facing expense increases of slightly over half a 
million dollars. We countered this with cost reductions total-
ing $401,334. We were fortunate to have a significant sur-
plus at the end of 2019-20 school year which allowed us to 
put $700,000 toward reducing taxes.  
 
While the school boards have full responsibility for writing a 
budget, we do not have such responsibility over the tax rate. 
This is where the state steps in to apply a rather complex set 
of steps to determine the tax rate. It is complicated to say the 
least. The state begins with a formula to determine total stu-
dent enrollment in a district. One might think we merely have 
to count students but the state “head counters” point out it 
costs more to educate high school students than elementary 
kiddos. So high school students are counted as a little more 
than 1 while the pre-kindergarten kids are counted as slightly 
less than 1. This is called Equalized Pupil count. For the Mill 
River district our Equalized Pupil count the next year will be 
772.73 (Is there really .73 of a student somewhere in our 
district?)  The state then uses this number to determine each 
district’s “Education Spending per Equalized Student”. By 
law all school districts are required to include Education 
Spending per Equalized Pupil on the Town Meeting ballot. 
The good news is because of our budget work, the Mill River 
district Education Spending per Equalized Pupil is 0.98% 
lower than the current year.    
 
The state uses the equalized pupil cost to determine the 
statewide school property tax rate. Despite our work to keep 
a budget increase to a minimum, the tax news is disappoint-
ing. We expect the state will increase the rate by 1.34%. But 
the state is not done with the tax rate as its final step is to 
apply the Common Level of Appraisal or CLA to the rate.  
The CLA is the state’s attempt to make the tax equitable 
throughout the state by adjusting the rate by each town to 
reflect if houses in that town are selling above or below as-
sessed values. (Remember the state tax is a tax on the ap-
praised value of your home. Therefore we all want to know 
that a $200,000 home in Shrewsbury is appraised equal to 
another $200,000 home somewhere else in the state). For 
Shrewsbury we will see a 4.84% increase in our property 
taxes due to the CLA adjustment. As a board member it is 
frustrating to work hard to create a budget which is close to 
level funded only to have the state’s tax formulas creating an 
increase.                                          (continued on next page)  
 

MILL RIVER UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 
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We invite you to attend the virtual annual meeting of the Mill 
RIver school district on February 25 at 7:00pm. Because the 
meeting will be virtual we cannot have voting at the meeting. 
In the past we have elected the moderator, treasurer and 
clerk. That will be done by Australian ballot. The February 25 
meeting will be strictly informational. To join the meeting use, 
meet.google.com/ojv-ewus-wrw.  The warning and link for 
the meeting are on the Mill River website; millriv-
erschools.org, Look for “Annual Meeting 2021”   

Submitted by Andy Richards-Peelle 
Shrewsbury Representative - MRUUSD School Board 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
 
 
 

SHREWSBURY MOUNTAIN SCHOOL 
Winter is marching along up at the Mountain School as stu-
dents continue to have the choice to access in-person learn-
ing five days per week at school or complete their learning in 
a remote setting with live teacher tutorials after the in-person 
learners have returned home for the day. Our students are 
enjoying time with their peers and getting outside whenever 
possible during our school days for fun and fresh air. 
 

I am proud of our students in this time of great challenges. 
Each one has demonstrated so much resiliency, flexibil-
ity and care for our community. Each student is working their 
best to make academic gains as we move through this pan-
demic. And each child has retained their cheer, humor and 
grace, easily recognized by their smiling eyes over colorful 
facial coverings. I have great faith that this generation is a 
strong and amazing one who will do great things for our 
earth. 
 

In other SMS news, we had a wonderful artist in residency 
week in December with Sayon Camara Drumming. The kids 
loved learning about West Guinea, as well as drumming and 
dancing along with Sayon via Zoom. And although we will be 
unable to participate in our usual winter sports program at 
the mountain this year, we are making plans for fun winter 
activities right here on campus.  
 

Wishing you all health, happiness and longer days of light. 
~Jodie Stewart-Ruck, Principal 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Shrewsbury Conservation Commission  
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission will continue meeting 
on the second Tuesday of each month via Google Meets at 
5:15pm. Please refer to the agenda posted on the Town 
website each month for access to the meeting via phone or 
computer device. ~Submitted by Louise Duda 

Times of Shrewsbury ~ September 2015 
 

3 

Ma 
what modern era bodhisattva with Zen flair for goin’ against the norm¿!?   
see you she goes against airy Buddhist forms/wild non-attachment schemes, why forlorn rises she others’ shining/ hers is 
most truly a life long, softly seen, lowly rising,.,.,  
one but ghost self sigh…ahh and yet whilst still?!?  showing most sure must that you!  
You will?!???!. Why know you are Sun-selves high!!! 
gleaming/binding\climbing you/your kinder spirit of one’s silent Vermonter, an our Earth Mother rooted stronger with 
Shrewsbury.   
  
 providing the heart of gold,  glory be! 
 so patient through and through us 
What,Why,While now herself/eyes seething soul, /\/\shifty seas, clearly see solid such stormy seas 
See next being now a lode stone blooms  that holds others up .. thus and such.    by her firm grasping of the shortest 
winged light span\ that lofty lands so… some such know and those who do who-do-so-say that-bright-dark winter can 
spare to hold darkest though Thou night and c.o.l.d.can wondrous feel free let peek through blessed light of day “ 

          By Shane Carruth with love for Anna Carruth   
 

Ma 
what modern era bodhisattva with Zen flair for goin’ against 
the norm!?   
see you she goes against airy Buddhist forms/wild non-
attachment schemes, why forlorn rises she others’ shining/ 
hers is most truly a life long, softly seen, lowly rising,.,.,  
one but ghost self sigh…ahh and yet whilst still?!?  showing 
most sure must that you!  
You will?!???!. Why know you are Sun-selves high!!! 
gleaming/binding\climbing you/your kinder spirit of one’s  
silent Vermonter, an our Earth Mother rooted stronger with 
Shrewsbury.   
 
 providing the heart of gold,  glory be! 
 so patient through and through us 
What,Why,While now herself/eyes seething soul, /\/\shifty 
seas, clearly see solid such stormy seas 
See next being now a lodestone blooms  that holds others 
up .. thus and such.    by her firm grasping of the shortest 
winged light span\ that lofty lands so… some such know and 
those do who-do-so-say! that-bright-dark winter can spare to 
hold darkest though          Thou night and c.o.l.d. can  
wondrous feel free let peek through blessed light of day“          
       Submitted by Shane Carruth with love for Anna Carruth 
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News from Reinbow Riding Center  
Reinbow Riding Center Board members express gratitude to 
the many community members who responded to our annual 
appeal and made it a success. This last year has been a 
challenging one for everyone. With that in mind, we have 
been so humbled to see the generous and consistent finan-
cial support that you have shared with us through this ap-
peal.  
 
As many of you know, we halted our direct services to our 
riders in the spring of 2020 due to the Covid outbreak. That 
decision created a financial challenge as lesson income and 
grant money stopped, yet many expenses continued. The 
donations that have come to us through the annual appeal 
enabled RRC to maintain its financial health. We are so 
thankful to everyone that has participated!!! 
 
This support will assist us in our mission to “improve the 
well-being of individuals with unique physical, emotional and 
cognitive challenges through a therapeutic equine experi-
ence”. We look forward to opening in the Spring of 2021 and 
can not wait to greet our riders and their families.  
 
Please watch our website: reinbowridingcenter.org, and fol-
low us on Facebook, Twitter @ReinbowRiding and Insta-
gram @reinbow_riding_center. Everyone stay well and re-
member to mask up and social distance at least a horse 
length apart. ~Submitted by Janet Upton 

    
!

 
 

Humorous 7” x 10” hard plastic sign 
Great for home or office. Mail to friends. 

Available at PIERCE’S STORE 
Paid Advertisement 

 

Times of Shrewsbury ~ September 2015 
 

2 

 
 
 
From Fany Boulanger, Belgium: 
I was an exchange student 2019-2020, attended Mill 
River High School, and lived with three families in 
Shrewsbury: Randell and Dianne Barclay, Ludy Biddle, 
and the Sukers. When the pandemic shutdown went 
into effect, the biggest challenge was not being with my 
family. It was hard not to be able to discuss the situa-
tion with my parents. It was difficult to think that some-
thing could be happening to my parents and to be far 
from them. It was also difficult to stay a good and ex-
emplary exchange student and a good ambassador 
because as an exchange student, we must smile and 
be good in all circumstances. We must be happy for 
everything and say yes to everything, so it was chal-
lenging to be sad on the inside but to give it my best on 
the outside. 
  
Currently, I live in Belgium, in a small town called Lam-
bermont.. My life here is really different because I am 
not in the context of my exchange anymore. It is like 
coming back to real life and 
realizing that the virus is re-
ally going to have a serious 
impact on my studies. I was lucky to have 1 month of 
face-to-face lessons  at the University,  but since then 
all my classes are online. The positive aspect of this is 
that I don’t have to take the train every day. 
  
The rules for Covid are stronger in Belgium than in 
Vermont. We cannot leave 
our house except for the 
essential things like grocery 
stores or appointments at 
the doctors. We have a cur-
few at 10pm. Most people 
here respect the rules. Peo-
ple are getting impatient be-
cause they don’t see the 
end. In Vermont, even if 
there were regulations, 
there was always a way to 
feel that I could live a “nor-
mal” life thanks to nature 
and the distance of every-
thing like the distances be-
tween each house. Here I don’t see anyone anymore 
and  it is like my life is on hold. 
  

If you would like to write to Fany, this is her email: 
fany.boulanger@outlook.com 

Article compiled by Victoria Arthur 
 

Fanny on a visit to  
New York City 

 
 
 
Help Me Find My Mate! 
Have you seen my Sig-
nificant Other? Dropped 
near intersection of 
Keiffer and Russellville 
Roads and town high-
way (Shrewsbury Cen-
ter) on December 30.  
 
If any sightings, please 
call J. Gibson, 492-3665 
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The compost barn was raised just before the snow decided it 
was here to stay. This next month will bring Scott and Ste-
phen back to the worksite to design and build the compost 
bins. The bins will be based on a Highfields Center for Com-

posting design (see 
photo) and will feature 
insulation for the active 
bin, as well as hardware 
cloth and hemlock to 
protect it from critters 
and rot. When the bins 
are finished they’ll be 
ready to become a cor-
nerstone of Shrewsbury 
Mountain School (SMS) 
sustainability education 
as well as a practical 
site for educational tie-

ins to science and math lessons.  
 
In other news, the Root Words story project has been chip-
ping away at the final component of the project’s three year 
arc. The installation will serve a double purpose as a much 
needed sound dampening measure for Vermont Farmers 
Food Center’s “Farmers Hall” and a photo display of some of 
the people, places, and equipment that have made a mark 
on our agricultural community. We’d like to thank all the folks 
in the community that have helped this project along over the 
past few years, including, but not limited to, Galen Miller, 
Grace Brigham, Peter Grace, and Al Ridlon Sr. Check our 
website and Facebook page for more information and project 
updates! 
 
For more information about SAGE: contact Stephen Abatiell 
at educate.sage@gmail.com, Joan Aleshire at 492-3550 or 
visit www.sagevt.wordpress.com. Follow us on Facebook for 
up to date event details at Shrewsbury SAGE. 

Submitted by by Stephen Abatiell  
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SHOP AT 
PIERCE’S STORE 
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Greetings, friends of Pierce’s and welcome to a new year! 
We feel rejuvenated after the absolute rollercoaster of 2020. 
We barreled full speed ahead right up until New Year’s Eve, 
when we broke our record for our highest single sales day 
on record! Since then we’ve been reassessing, reorganizing 
and formulating our vision for Pierce's Store in 2021 and be-
yond. We’re more appreciative and aware than ever that the 
vitality of a neighborhood grocery like Pierce’s is dependent 
on the collaboration of our whole community. A question 
we’d like our customers - and future customers - to ponder is 
this: How can Pierce’s best serve you and your family in 
2021? Our continuous goal is to design our inventory to ad-
dress what our community wants in their own local store. 
What are those staples that would save you a trip? Beyond 
the staples, how about that nostalgic penny candy you used 
to have as a kid, or that “healthy-ish” grab and go snack 
you'd like for the busy weekday? Keep the thought in mind 
and don’t be shy about letting us know!  
 
The store has changed so much in the past year, there’s 
likely plenty yet for you to discover- I encourage all to come 
by sometime (weekday mornings are quietest) and take your 
time refamiliarizing yourself with what you can source from 
the little store up the road. Did you know about our sale table 
in between the deli and produce coolers? New items are al-
ways being added and some seriously sweet deals are to be 
found - at the moment there’s Eden soymilk, organic cur-
rants, ramen, bottles of wine, snacks and much more!  
 
Our inventory of artisan crafts and goods continues to grow 
as we are surrounded by inventive, creative and skillful 
neighbors here in Shrewsbury. Did you know we’re now sell-
ing local sheepskins and alpaca wool skeins? Oodles of 
new, beautiful pottery pieces by Maya Zelkin, stunning 
wooden bowls by Gerry Martin, and a few pieces left of Zak 
Grace’s ever popular blown glass. Have you checked out the 
snazzy social distancing signs designed by Dick Rohe? How 
about the cozy warm, perfectly stitched hats by Liesbeth and 
Lavinia? Venturing out of town, we’ve got several charming, 
sturdy wooden buckets, built by the brother of our own Ron-
nie Bowers. You can thank Ronnie for packaging up all our 
new bulk items, which we aim to cover anything you’ll ever 
need . 
 
In the past, we’ve included a calendar of Rob’s soups in this 
Times article. Due to periodic issues sourcing ingredients; 
the most reliable way to put a menu together is on a weekly 
basis. If you’d like to know what’s on the docket throughout 
the week from Pierce’s Kitchen, make sure you’re signed up 
for our weekly newsletter!  

 
Here’s to renewed vigor and spirit in 2021! 

See you at the store, folks. 
 
Current Health & Safety Guidelines for shopping at 
Pierce's Store 
Thank you Terry Martin for our new plexiglass barrier at the 
register, to enhance safety for ourselves and our customers- 
with a reliably lovely rustic wooden frame.  
● A maximum of FOUR (4) CUSTOMERS are allowed in 

the store at a time. Please check before entering, and 
thank you for waiting a few minutes till the coast is clear. 
**Due to these restrictions, whenever possible, 
please limit shopping to one member of your house-
hold at a time.  

● X marks the spot! We all know the drill at this point. At 
least six (6) feet of separation between everyone while 
inside, as much as possible.  

● Everyone is required to wear a mask while inside at 
Pierce's. We are offering masks at the door for anyone 
who has found themselves without one*. 

We are open to suggestions! 
* FYI, these masks add up as we tend to go through about a 
dozen in a day. If you happen to have any spare change to 
toss in the ‘round-up’ jar at the register, we'd be ever so 
grateful! 
 
PSA for lovers of FRESH SEAFOOD 
Earth & Sea, a long-standing, highly reputable fish market 
based locally in Manchester Vermont has been supplying 
Pierce’s with fresh fish and seafood for the past few months. 
Thanks to a genuinely generous gaggle of volunteers willing 
to fetch our order every Friday (amazing!), we’ve been able 
to bring an incredible array of aquatic delights to this moun-
tain town. On our busiest weeks, we’ve had over 100 lbs. 
distributed through Pierce’s! Salmon, Swordfish, and various 
other species of fish, Texas shrimp, jumbo scallops, PEI 
mussels, crabmeat, sushi-grade tuna, and littleneck clams 
are just SOME of what is to come! Oysters? Calamari? Lob-
sters? Stay tuned! Here’s how to get fresh fish and seafood:  
1. Be added to our special orders email list! Call 492-3326 

or email us orders@piercesstore.com with your request.  
2. Monitor your inbox on Wednesday.  
3. Order via email ASAP. First come first served! The cutoff 

time for preordering is Thursday at 4pm. In your email, 
please include the best phone # to reach you. 

4. Start planning your menu...  
5. Pickup time starts Friday at 3pm, and we’re open until 

6pm (We won’t call any longer unless necessary!). Find 
your order with your name on it on the bottom shelf of 
the produce cooler.  We’ll keep your seafood cold and 
fresh in the fridge for you if you need to pick up after Fri-
day’s close.  

6. Any extras will be kept in the produce cooler!  
 

 

 
CURRENT HOURS at PIERCE’S STORE  

 

Monday: closed! 
Tuesday-Saturday 8:00am-6:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am-4:00pm 
 

Keep up to date with the goings-on up at Pierce’s Store 
by subscribing to our weekly newsletter! Shoot us an 
email at pierces.store@gmail.com and we’ll keep you 
posted on Rob’s weekly menus, new products, special 
sales and more!  
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Larry & Lori Abelman 
Joan Aleshire 
Gary & Minnie Arthur 
Roy Arthur 
Steve Banik & Virginia Gunderson 
Bob Barich 
Richard Bettelli & Fran Patten 
Rich & Cynthia Biziak 
Dan & Ginny Buckley 
Carol Calotta 
John & Linda Calotta 
Herb Carrara  
Christina Clarke 
Douglas Crowe & Amanda Ciaccio 
Marilyn Dalick 
Sally Deinzer 
Ernst & Rosemarie Dobler 
Linda & Phillippe Ducrot 
Stan & Louise Duda 
Nils & Pamela Ericksen 
Kathi & Timothy Faulkner 
Eldred & Lily French 
Scott Garren & Heather Shay 
Marilyn & John Goodin 
Mark & Carol Goodwin 
Sarah Greenspan & Tom Havas 
Barry & Barbara Griffith 
John & Betty Heitzke 
Ed & Daphne Hemmer 
Betsy Hinckley 
Carmine Iannace & Rita Gylys 
Martha Herbert Izzi 
Diane & Jeff Jakobsen 
Jack & Betsy Jesser 
Ellen Jorgensen 
Robert & Judith Landon 
Lynn McDermott 

Linda McGuire 
Gerry & Chryl Martin 
Stephen & Patricia Martyn 
Moody Family 
Reinbow Riding Center 
Helen & Andy Richards-Peelle 
Ridlon Family 
Dick & Lee Rohe 
Nathan Rudisill & Carrie Clancy 
Gary & Margery Salmon 
Brian & Patricia Sedaille 
Shrewsbury  
     Volunteer Fire Department 
Howard & Deborah Weaver 
James & Nancy West 
Lee Wilson 
William & Peggy Wilson 
Mark & Connie Youngstrom 


